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Welcome back to school or for our new children welcome to Drayton Park. It has been 
wonderful to see all the children coming to school excited to learn and so happy and 
confident on their first day. Our topic for this half term is ‘All About Me’.  We will be 
talking about ourselves and our families and we will also be learning all about some of 
our favourite stories and reading well known traditional tales. We will be thinking 
about our families and the people in it  and drawing some portraits of ourselves. After 
half term we will be reading Julia Donaldson stories and celebrations.  We will be 
reading some well known stories by her as well as learning about the festivals of Diwa-
li, Firework night and Christmas.  
 
Staff  
Foundation Staff  
Miss  Lola (Support Teaching Assistant) 
Ladybird Class  
Mr S Horton (Class Teacher)  
Mrs J Joyce (Teaching Assistant) 
Honeybee class  
Mr Horton (Class Teacher)    
Mrs Cattigan (Teaching Assistant) 
 
Miss Sharpe is the Foundation stage leader . If you have any problems or questions, 
please do not hesitate to come and see her.  
If you need a longer discussion with a teacher please contact them by Class Dojo to 
arrange an appointment. Please keep an eye out for Parentmail emails that will let you 
know anything else that is going on this year.  

Winter Weather 
As the weather gets colder please can we ask that children bring hats, scarves and 
gloves to school. An all on one suit is ideal as we are outside in the mud often. The 
children have the choice all day whether to play inside or outside so it is important 
that they have the correct clothing.  
 
Spare Clothes 
Please can you provide a change of clothes in a named bag for 
your child to change into, in case of toilet accidents or 
should they tip paint down themselves etc. Bags should be 
kept at school on your child’s peg. 
 
Reading  
Please read with your child at least four times a week and 
write a short comment in the orange/Yellow record book. 
Children should be encouraged to talk about the story and 
describe the events and characters on the pages.  
Books will be changed once a week on a Tuesday.  
 
PE 
PE kit: Red t-shirt, black shorts and trainers must be in school every Monday morning 
ready for the week and they will be taken home on Friday.   
 
 

Ensure all items of clothes have your child's name in 

  



Our Curriculum  
 
Reading and Writing  
This half term we will be beginning to learn our initial sounds and use those sounds to 
read simple words. We will also be learning how to write our sounds and listen and write 
the first sounds or sounds in short words like cat, dog, pin, sit etc.   
 
Maths  
The children will be learning to recognise their numbers to 10.  They will be able to 
count the correct amount in a set and will be able to count out the right amount when 
given a number. They will look at the composition of numbers to see how a number is 
made.  
 
Understanding of the world  
This half term we will be looking at the changing of the seasons. We will have special 
Autumn and Winter days to look at the seasons and what we have noticed. We will look 
at how the plants are changing outside. 
This term we will also talk about ourselves, our family and what we celebrate at home.   
 
P.E  
The children have PE twice a week which is taught by Mr Lands or Miss Stubbs.  They 
will be taught a range of skills in the sports hall during the colder weather.  
 
Music 
In music the children will be taught by Mr McCarthy and he will teach them to listen to, 
sing, perform and dance along to a range of music. He will give them opportunities to 
play musical instruments and experiment with the different sounds they can make. 
 
Personal Social and Emotional  
This term we will be getting to know each other and learning our class routines and 
rules. We will also be learning how to take turns with each other using phrases, such as 
‘can I have that after you?’. 

How you can help at home: 
 
Reading  
Please can you keep reading with your child every night and make a comment in their 
reading record book. Make sure they are bringing their book bag with them every day so 
we can also hear them read and change their book. 
 
Homework 
Children will receive a piece of homework every Friday. Please can you ensure your child 
completes their homework and returns their book to school for Monday.  
 
Writing  
We will soon be sending home our letter formation chart. Please practise writing some 
of the sounds with them. Also practise writing their name using the sound chart to help 
them.  
 
Maths 
Practise counting and recognising to 10. Also you could practise positional language such 
as ‘on top’, ‘underneath’. ‘next to’, ‘in front’ and ‘behind.’ 
 
P.E. Kits  
Children in Foundation all need clearly named P.E. kits. They need black shorts and a red 
t-shirt. These can be purchased from reception or from the local shops. Please make 
sure they are in school on Mondays and taken home to wash on Fridays.  



Key dates 
 
September 26th— Open Morning and McMillian Coffee morning.  
 
October 14th—School Photos 
October  15 th —Parents Evening 
October  16th —Parents Evening 
October 24th—Last day of term 
 
November 3rd—Back to school 
November 10th—Anti-bullying week  
November 14th— Comic Relief 
November 25th—Flu Vaccines 
 
December 12th—Foundation Nativity to Parents 
December 16th—Christmas Carol Concert 
December 17th—Last day of term and Christmas Jumper day. 
 
There will hopefully be a Trip in autumn but we will let you know the date nearer the 
time. 


